
Encourage Your Child’s Creativity to Flourish 

Creativity has been called a key 21st century skill.  That means it-along with skills like commu-

nication and critical thinking-will help students navigate the increasingly collaborative and in-

formation-rich world that awaits them once they leave school.  The arts have been shown to 

boost students’ academic performance, perseverance, self-confidence, and more.  Here are strat-

egies for supporting your child’s creativity 

Take stock of your toys-Flashy electronic toys are fun, but they don’t offer children oppor-

tunities for open-ended, imaginative play. 

Cut the screen time-Set limits on TV and iPad time.  Designate time when the entire family 

will put down cell phones and work on a creative project. 

Embrace mistakes-Children who are afraid of failure are less likely to think creatively. 

Encourage curiosity-Don’t squelch kids’ natural curiosity by being frustrated when your 

child asks lots of questions.  Embrace it!  Ask, “What if” questions, and encourage your 

child to use his or her imagination. 

Offer constructive praise-Too much praise can make a child “hooked” on success.  Instead 

of offering general praise, offer specific feedback that praises your child’s effort or 

process.   

…But step back sometimes-If a child feels constantly watched, he or she may be less likely 

to try new ideas.  Give your child space to play on his or her own.   

 

-Marsha Burleson 
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 

December 7 

Board Meeting at the HS 

Library 7:30 

 

December 8 

Elementary Chorus Concert 

7:00 at the HS 

 

December 10-11 

Jingle Bell Junction 

 

December 12 

Breakfast with Santa at 

the HS 

 

Week of December 14 

Candy Grams sold at  

lunches 

 

December 16 

Elementary Band Concert 

7:00 at the HS 

Students report at 6:30 

 

December 24-January 1 

Winter Break 
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Breakfast with Santa 

 

 

WHEN: 

Saturday, December 12 

8:30 am to 12:00 pm 

Carlynton High School 

Cafeteria 

FEATURED EVENTS: 

Delicious hot breakfast prepared by Carlynton/ 

Parkway Culinary Arts students and teachers |    

Santa! | Entertainment by the CHS Ensembles    

&  the Cougar Holiday Concert Band | Pictures       

with Santa | Crafts | Auctions | 50/50 Raffle 

Kids: Bring your letters to Santa to mail   from 

our North Pole Post Office 

TICKETS: 

Adults $8 | Children $5 

What is Breakfast with Santa? 

A fundraiser that benefits the Carlynton School District food4kids Backpack program.  Every Fri-

day, we send home a backpack filled with food to students who qualify in the high school.  To 

qualify all that is necessary is need.  Someone in the building has noticed that you might not eat 

without it.  A parent has lost a job etc.  We currently have 12 students on the program but on 9 

pick up regularly.  This is our only fundraiser.  There is also a new menu: pancakes, quiche, ba-

con, and pastries.  Coffee, tea, milk and juice will be available. 
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The 5th and 6th grade students who volunteer to be a member of the Amazing Alternatives Club spent time in the 

Food Pantry at Crafton United Presbyterian Church.  They helped to organize items that were donated from our 

school and organize them for the distribution for the holiday.   

 

This month, the 5th grraders, under the supervision of Ms. Kelly, will sell paper chains.  These will be in the hall-

way of the third floor.  All money raised will go to the Make-A-Wish Foundation.  Amazing Alternatives will 

also raise money for Make-A-Wish by selling Candy Cane Grams during all three lunches during the week of 

December 14th.  They will be delivered on December 22nd and December 23rd, before the Winter Break.  

 

PTA will sponsor Jingle Bell Junction (Santa Shop), where kids can buy gifts for family members.  This will hap-

pen December 10th and 11th. 

The Season of Giving 

Lost and Found 

It is that time of the year when recess will begin to be indoors more often.  

We are looking for any donations to help our students stay engaged and 

have fun during these times.  We really need board games for grades K-6 

and puzzles.  Any other suggestions or ideas are appreciated. 

Looking for Recess Equipment 

Our lost and found is over flowing with jackets, gloves, and hats.  We hang these daily to see if stu-

dents will claim them.  Unfortunately, the pile is getting larger.  Please encourage your child to look 

through the lost and found for any misplaced items.    Parents, feel free to come 

in and look through the items during non-school hours.  To help in the future, 

please label all bags, coats, and hats.   

Any unclaimed items will be donated at the beginning of the New Year.   



                    MISSION 

 Education is certainly worth the commitment of time, money, and effort. 

 Education is a cooperative effort of parents, students, staff, and communi-

ty. 

 All students are unique individuals with varied interest and abilities. 

 All students can be successful learners based on their ability. 

 All students have a right to be educated to the fullest potential. 

 Individual guidance is critical to maximize each student's potential. 

 Students should be encouraged to explore their potential. 

 High expectations directly affect performance. 

 Every individual has worth and deserves respect and dignity. 

 A nurturing, safe environment is conducive to learning. 

 The school district should encourage students to be responsible members 

of a global society 

 The Carlynton School District, 

 recognizing the shared responsibility  

of the educators, students and families  

of this culturally diverse community,  

will provide a challenging educational  

program for all students within  

a safe, nurturing environment,  

which will enable them to function as  

productive, ethical and responsible  

global citizens.  

 

CRAFTON ELEMENTARY 

412-429-2500 

FAX: 412-922-7587 

marsha.burleson@carlynton.k12.pa.us  

CARLYNTON 

We are on the web 

www.carlynton.k12.pa.us 


